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8. NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS AND NATIONALISM
It has already been mentioned that English usage identifies
nationalism with national consciousness, which had often the
consequence that in judging foreign nations the difference between
peaceable and aggressive national sentiment was overlooked,
obviously because the optimistic ideology of modern Britain was
disposed to overlook it. Professor MacDougall, for example,
says : " It is very necessary to insist strongly on the fact that to
decry nationalism is to be an enemy of democracy." * This usage
might perhaps even be criticized from a linguistic point of view.2
About a hundred years ago Mazzini distinguished clearly between
nationality, which he considered as sacred, and nationalism, which
he called narrow, wretched, usurping, and so on.3 The French
and Germans, too, use nationalism in the sense of national
aggressiveness.4
The Royal Institute of International Affairs has recently pub-
lished an excellent report, worked out by a study group of
scholars, and named " Nationalism ".5 In an introductory note
this definition of nationalism is put forward :
Nationalism has been used in the report to denote a consciousness
of the distinctive character of different nations, including the one
of which the individual is a member, and a desire to increase the
strength, liberty, and prosperity of nations. Its effect is not neces-
sarily taken as being confined to the individual's own nation,
although admittedly this is very often the case, nor is the nationalist
necessarily conceived as making the interest of his own nation
supremely important. In short, the term is used in such a sense
that Mazzini, Gladstone, and Woodrow Wilson can be described
as exponents of nationalism as well as Herr Hitler.
The use of the term " nationalism " in such a wide sense that
both Gladstone and Hitler are included seems, in our view, to
encourage the conclusion that the difference between the men-
1  Of. MacDougall, The American Nation, its Problems and Psychology > 1935* p. 70.
2 The words ending in ** ism " commonly denote a collective striving or a school of
thought, characterized by a very strong, and usually one-sided, or militant, accentua-
tion of a principle.   Com munal enterprises or welfare services are not the same as
communism*   Militarism means much more than a mere interest in military matters,
and pacifism more than a pacific disposition.
3  Mazzini, Thoughts upon Democracy in Europe (1847), in Works, vol. vi, p. 115,
Autobiography, vol. iii, pp. xo, 12, 77.
* Cf. Carlton Hayes, France, a Nation of Patriots* 1930, pp. 2, 318. The German
word voelkisch, which is a translation of" nationalist " means that form of nationalism
which Hitler represents.
8>Cf. Nationalism, Report by a Study Group of the Royal Institute of International
Affairs, 1939. The chairman of the group \vas Professor E. H. Garr, and its secretary
M. G. Balfour. The book is a most valuable contribution to the problem.